INDIA STRUGGLES FOR FREEDOM
Congress president and defeated, by 1575 to  1376 votes, Gandhijj's
own nominee, Pattabhi Sitaramayya.
Instead of left-wing consolidation, there followed, however, a
phase of melancholy disruption. Thunder on the Left rumbled pathe-
tically away, and with grim resolution the Right trusted in Gandhiji
and kept its powder dry. A worm had entered the staff of the Con-
gress movement, and the exultations of 1936-37 gave way to sullen
suspicions. Congress estrangement from the Musalmans was accen-
tuated ; all the world was darkened and the joy of the land was gone.
Back in 1935, negotiations had been carried on for over a month
between Rajendra Prasad, Congress President, and M. A. Jinnah,
President of the Muslim League. " We regret", they said in a joint
statement, " that in spite of our best efforts we have not been able to
find a formula (of agreement)," In 1937, after the elections in which
the Muslim League with its hastily improvised organisation could
only put up a weak show, Jawaharlal Nehru offended Muslim opinion
by declaring that there were only two parties in the country, the
Congress and the Government, and that the others must simply line
up. Proposals for forming ministries in conjunction with the League
were firmly repulsed, a proceeding which created bad blood between
the two communities. In 1938, however, Pandit Nehru met Mr.
Jinnah, who reiterated the Fourteen Demands of 1929, and added
some more, including the demand for Congress withdrawal of opposi-
tion to the Communal Award as "a negation of nationalism1', for
changing the Tri- col our flag and giving up the flaw & Mataram song.
A Committee set up by the Congress recommended deletion of certain
portions of the Bande Mataram song, but it pleased neither the Muslim
League nor a large proportion of Hindus in the Congress, of course for
exactly contrary reasons. The Nehru-Jinnah talks proved unavailing,
and so did the talks between Jinnah and Subhas Bose. A new com-
plication now arose, for the League refused to "treat or negotiate
with the Congress the question of Hindu-Muslim settlement except on
the basis that the Muslim League is the authoritative and representa-
tive organisation of the Musalmans of India/' It is notable that in
the meantime the League at its 1937 session had declared its object-
ive to be "full independence in the form of a federation of free
democratic States in which the rights and interests of the Musalmans
and other minorities are adequately and effectively safeguarded in the
constitution.11 It adopted also, on the analogy, it seems, of the Con-
gress's Karachi declaration, a radical "economic, social and educa-
tional programme ", in order, obviously, to steal the Congress thunder.
It followed up its success by persuading a majority of the Muslim
members of the provincial legislatures, already elected on some other